POLITICAL SYSTEMS
The USA

It is a representational federal republic based on a strong constitution (first constitution was proclaimed in 1789)

The government is divided into three branches:

· The Executive branch – is made of the chief of state (the President) and his Cabinet. The chief of state is also the head of the government. There is no prime minister. The president and vice president are chosen by the Electoral College, made up of representatives from each stat. They serve four year terms, limited to just two terms.

· The Legislative branch – is a bicameral (two-chambered) Congress, made up of the SENATE (two senators from each state) and the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (435 members with membership based on state population). Both senators and representatives are directly elected by citizens of the state they represent. Senators serve a term of six years and representatives serve two.
· The Judicial branch – enforces and interprets the law made by the Legislative and approve by the Executive. This branch consists of many levels of federal courts. The highest of these is the Supreme Court, with nine justices appointed for life.

There are two main opposed political parties:- the Republicans (conservative) support an economy based on free enterprise.
                                                                         -The Democrats (liberal) represent the party of reform.
The UK

 It is a constitutional monarchy meaning the head of the state is a monarch ( a king or queen). Today, Queen Elizabeth II has very little power and only reigns with support of Parliament.
The British Parliament – (the main legislative body, the main period for which a government official can be in office is five years) consists of the HOUSE OF LORDS and the HOUSE OF COMMONS..
The House of Lords has two types of members: L o r d s   S p i r i t u a l (the archbishops and bishops) 

L o r d s  T e m p o r a l  (hereditary peers  and life peers).

The House of Commons -has true political power

                                          -the new bills are introduced and debated

                                          -the members are elected in a general election held every 

                                            five years.

Political parties:

The most influential is Conservative Party (the Tories), the right-wing party, advocates privately owned and state owned industries.

The Labour Party (the Socialists), the main left-wing party, advocates nationalization of key industries and general social reform.

The party which wins the majority of seats in Parliament forms the CABINET and its leader becomes PRIME MINISTER.
